
1 

 

President’s Message 
 
   Greetings Big Birch Lake Residents and 
families, I would like to begin by mentioning 
that we are hosting the 3rd Annual Spring Edu-
cation Day at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Grey Eagle on May 3.  This is a collaborative 
effort between the Big Birch Lake Association 
and the Little Birch Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation.  These meetings focus on many of the 
lake issues that confront us.  Please see the 
announcement inside this newsletter for more 
details.  Please mark your calendars and bring 
your friends, family and neighbors.  Everyone 
is welcome. 
   Deb Johnson and I had the opportunity once 
again to attend the Annual Todd County AIS 
Committee 2024 Re-cap meeting in January.  I 
would like to share a number of items that 
were presented at this meeting. 

There is a grant money available for cost 
sharing projects that you may be fac-
ing on your shoreline.  If you are 
experiencing an erosion problem on 
your shoreline, Todd County has cost 
sharing (50%) to help you mitigate 
this issue.  For more information con-
tact Josh Votruba (Resource Conser-
vationist, Conservation Technician) 
at the Todd County Soil and Water 
Conservation District.  

Todd County also has grant money to 
offer Free Well Water Testing and 
help home owners properly cap an 

“unused well.”  Again, you can contact 
the Todd County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District in Long Prairie for addi-
tional details. 

Todd County has increased the amount of lake 
access inspection hours for 2025.  This is 
great news for the lakes in the area.  This 
will certainly help keep our lakes free of 
invasive species. So when you see those 
inspectors at the water access points,  
please remember to thank them.  

   Special Note: I mentioned above that Todd 
County has extra inspection hours to allocate in the 
area.  There is an unprecedented move by Gover-
nor Tim Walz to cut Aquatic Invasive species 
(AIS) Prevention Aid in half.  Minnesota Counties 
share 10 million dollars annually for AIS inspec-
tions for watercraft moving into and out of Minne-
sota waters.  This initiative would be devastating 
to all the public waters in Minnesota.   
 
Please show your support against this initiative 
by writing to our governor at the following ad-
dress.   
 Office of Governor Tim Walz 
 130 State Capitol 
 75 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
 St Paul, MN 55155 
   I am sure most of you will be busy with spring 
chores, and preparing for another great season at 
the lake.  Hopefully we will see you out enjoying 
the water. 
Craig Tweedale 
BBLA President 

 Lake associations offer education day May 3 

   The Big Birch Lake Association and the Lit-
tle Birch Lake Improvement Association col-
laborated to offer the third annual Little Birch 
and Big Birch Education Day on May 3.  
   The half-day event will feature topics related 
to lake members’ properties and lake re-
sources.   
   The event will be held at St. Joseph’s Catho-
lic Church in Grey Eagle.  Doors will open at 8 
a.m. with coffee, donuts, pastries and fruit.  
The program will begin at 8:20 and wrap up at 
11 a.m.   

Deja Anton, District Manager of Todd County 
Soil and Water, will present information on 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).      
   Nick Newman, Senior Environmental Specialist 
for Stearn County, will discuss shoreline permit-
ting guidelines and other information for property 
owners.  
   Greg Berg, of Stearns County Soil and Water, 
will discuss grants and funding sources.   
   This is a great opportunity to learn about your 
lake, about what you can and cannot do with your 
shoreline.     
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Big Birch Lake Association Balance Sheet 

 

BBLA Board of Directors  
 
Names    Areas   Phone  
   
Craig Tweedale, Pres. Area J  Director   608-317-6647  
Kevin Costello Treas. Area C Director   480-250-3698 
Matt Everding, V. Pres.Area F Director  320-492-5902  
 Jay Anderson               Area I Director   763-482-1926 
Mark Erdmann             Area G Director  612-386-9254 
Blake Johnson             Area D Director   612-910-3871 
Deb Johnson             Director At Large   320-285-5833  
Brandon Kelly            Area E Director    320-491-6107  
Bill Lieder      Director At Large 320-733-2777 
Hans Mische            Director At Large   320-250-9002 
Grant Niehaus          Director At Large   320-583-4939 
Jeanne Niehaus        Director At Large   651-757-7475 
Gary Rothstein         Area H Director      320-290-7818 
Mike Sadlowsky      Director At Large   612-366-5494 
Steve Thelen        Area A&B Director     320-309-9881  
 
Big Birch Lake Association e-mail address: 
bbla@meltel.net  
The Big Birch Lake Newsletter is an official publication 
of the Big Birch Lake Association, Inc. PO Box 342 Grey 
Eagle, Minnesota 56336  
 
Craig Tweedale, President  
Robert Kutter, Secretary and Newsletter Editor  
E-mail: bbla@meltel.net  
Web Site: www.birchlakeassociation.org  
 
Mission Statement: The purpose of the Big Birch 
Lake Association shall be to improve and protect wa-
ter quality, to advance the propagation and habitat of 
fish and to protect the welfare of all wildlife in Big 
Birch Lake and adjacent areas.  

    Feb 28, 25  Feb 29, 24 

       

Current Assets    

 Checking/Savings    

  1006 ā Checking -Stearns Bank 2,609.84  2,503.40 

  1060 ā Certificate of Deposit 133,172.23  126,749.65 

  1005 ā Checking-CMCU 13,857.76  1,185.18 

  1010 ā Share Account-CMCU 35.90  35.90 

  1020 ā Money Markey-CMCU 38,578.78  47,640.30 

 Total Checking/Savings 188,254.51  178,114.43 

 Other Current Assets    

  1080 ā Initiative Foundation Fund 55,155.46  49,548.29 

  1499 ā Undeposited Funds 0.00  250.00 

 Total Other Current Assets 55,155.46  49,798.29 

Total Current Assets 243,409.97  227,912.72 

Fixed Assets    

 1200 ā Building & Land 35,300.00  35,300.00 

Total Fixed Assets 35,300.00  35,300.00 

    278,709.97  263,212.72 

       

Liabilities     

 Long Term Liabilities    

  2550 ā Reserve    

   2551 ā Aquatic-Invasive Species 100,000.00  100,000.00 

   2552 ā Future Buffer Strips 14,495.72  14,495.72 

  Total 2550 ā Reserve 114,495.72  114,495.72 

 Total Long Term Liabilities 114,495.72  114,495.72 

Total Liabilities 114,495.72  114,495.72 

Equity      

 3990 ā Unrestricted Net Assets 162,144.94  134,031.55 

 Net Income 2,069.31  14,685.45 

Total Equity 164,214.25  148,717.00 

    278,709.97  263,212.72 

       

Obituary of lake resident  
 
   Raleigh Norman Broman died December 29, 2024.  
He was born April 9, 1928.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents Ralph and Agnes, siblings, Betty, Robert,  
and Eugene and grandsons Ben and Joey.   
   He is survived by his loving wife of 73 years, Ruth 
and sons Mark (Marcia), Craig (Karen), Brad 
(Charlene), and Eric (Terry), nine grandchildren, and 
two great grandchildren.   

FreeÊdropÊoffÊforÊappliance.. 
$25ÊforÊTV,ÊmaƩress,Êfurniture  
SmallÊchargesÊforÊotherÊsmallÊitems 

16th Annual BBL  
Junk Clean Up Day 
 
9 am to 12 noon,  

Sat., June 7, 2025 
 

Lake Country Storage Parking Lot 
(East of Rock Tavern on Todd County 2) 

  
Provided by Opatz Metals & Rolloffs and Lake Country Storage 

 
 

Call ahead 
for  

details  
320-746-2819 No paint 

Chemicals, oils  
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    Darrell Lundeen has been familiar 
with Big Birch Lake all his life.  His 
Dad’s family and grandfather built a 
cabin on Aspen Drive in the 1930s.  Of 
course, it was not known as Aspen Drive 
back then.  The road led to the resort at 
the bottom of the hill which was unique-
ly located on a peninsula, one shore fac-
ing the upper bay and another facing the 
lower bay.  The name of the resort was 
Turner’s Resort.  The resort later was 
known as the Nestle Inn Resort, owned 
by the Nestlebush family and finally by 
the Wright family.   
   The Lundeen cabin faced the up-
per bay complete with an outhouse, 
a common structure at cabins in 
those days.  Rocks from the lake 
were used to build foundations and 
fireplaces.  The photo of the cabin 
shows a typical structure of cabins 
built in the 1930s.  The original Lun-
deen cabin was recently torn down.   
   Darrell and his dad were known 
for netting whitefish on the upper 
bay in the winter. The fish were 
smoked and reputed to be the best 
anyone had ever tasted.  Whitefish 
netting, once a common practice, 
has mostly disappeared.   
   Darrell and his wife Marlys live up 
the hill from the original place in a home 
constructed in the 1970s.  They claimed 
a stone bench from the original place.  
This home became their permanent resi-
dence after Darrell retired from the job 
he worked for 42 ½ years.  You could 
say Darrell was a climber.  He worked 
for Thompson Lightning Protection 
Company, as an installer on roofs includ-
ing the IDS building, the Humphrey 
dome stadium, and church steeples all 
over the Twin Cities and beyond.  A 
dangerous job, he often worked solo all 
over Minnesota, other states, and Mexi-
co.  He grew up in the Central Avenue 
area of Minneapolis.   
   Marlys, proud defender of her Finish 
heritage, grew up in the South Haven, 
Kingston and Dassel area.  She retired 
from Cub Foods.   
   Darrell’s dad was an inspector of ship-
ping docks all over the country including 

the ore docks along Lake Superior.  One 
of the stories he liked to tell was about 
the duck hunters who camped on Ham-
marsten Island, got cold and started a 
fire that burned down Turner’s cabin.   
   When Darrell was a child, he was 
afraid of Blackjack.  Blackjack was a 
Native American who lived somewhere 
on the Lafayette property next door to 
the Nesle Inn Resort.  His real name was 
Jack Glider, who lived alone in a tar 
paper shack.   
   Glider was known to walk along As-

pen Drive and stop at the cabins to ask 
people if they had leftover food when 
they were packing to go home after the 
weekend.  Darrell recalls one time when 
a neighbor’s chicken got run over on the 
road.  Blackjack picked it up supposedly 
for a roadkill dinner.  Glider also taught 
Darrell that he need not fear poison ivy.  
Blackjack picked the poison plant and 
rubbed it on his arms and legs.   Darrell 
didn’t buy it.   
   Ralph and Adolph Kutter would look 
after Glider, and when he died, they bur-
ied him in Lakeview Cemetery from the 
back of a 48 Ford pickup.  Today it 
would be called a green burial.   
   When Lundeen was a teen, his dad 
built him a speedboat.  Marlys chimed in 
that he liked speed.  One of his buddies 
was Rick Powers, who also had a speed 
boat.  Together they sped around the 
lake and maybe raced a time or two.  
Darrell also recalled the time one winter 

when Powers wanted a drink, and he 
drove his snowmobile up the steps and 
into the Rock Tavern.   
   The Lundeen’s have one son and one 
grandson, who now own the 33 acres of 
forest east of Todd County #47.  Dar-
rell’s dad did not want the forest when 
he purchased the lakeshore, but the seller 
insisted and would not separate the two 

properties.  Lundeen eventually 
agreed, and Darrell is very happy he 
did because the forest has become a 
treasured part of the family’s hunting 
and hiking experience.   
   The Lundeens appreciate their 
neighbors who look after them and 
help them out year around.  Keeping 
the road cleared in the winter was 
once done with an old John Deere 
tractor.  Now another neighbor uses 
his pickup with a plow mounted on 
the front.   
   Nearly all of the original property 
owners are gone, and many passed 
their property down to the next gener-
ations.  One of the things the Lun-
deen's regret is seeing the old cabins 
replaced by massive homes on the 

lakeshore.   
     There were many Finnish families 
who lived along the east side of the lake.  
One of the families that Darrell got to 
know was the Hemi family.  They 
owned a farm just up the way on Ascot 
Road, and Fish Creek ran through their 
property.  Darrell and his Dad would 
visit them and were invited to take a 
sauna.  In the summer they would come 
out of the sauna and jump in Fish Creek.  
In winter they would roll in the snow.   
   Whether you are new to Big Birch 
Lake or have lived here a lifetime, heav-
en seems closer in a house beside the 
water.   
    
 

    
    
     
    

Lundeen's enjoy year-around life at BBL 

Kutter’s Column 

Fishing, hunting, speedboat racing mainstays 
Of Lundeen’s experiences at Big Birch  

This is the original Lundeen cabin typical of cabins built 
in the 1930s-1950s.  The cabin was recently torn down. 
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Gov. Tim Walz has proposed a 50 percent 
cut in Minnesota’s $10 million program to 
fight aquatic invasive species.   

Part of the money goes to inspectors at 
public accesses to prevent the spread of 
aquatic invasive species like zebra mussels 
and starry stonewort.   Inspectors at three 

BBL accesses get paid from this fund.  

The legislature created the funding and 
has been paying counties for about a 
decade.  And it will make it more diffi-
cult for counties to cover lost state 
funding for the aquatic invasive species 
program. 

Board negotiates new rate for 
buffer strips    
 
 Board member Grant Niehaus, with 
help from board member, Brandon 
Kelly, was able to negotiate a new buff-
er strip rate with landowners whose 
farm fields are adjacent to Adley Creek 
tributaries.  
    The new rate is $275 per acre for 
2025.  Since the state took over cover-
ing the expense for buffer strips on 
creeks and rivers in Minnesota, the 
BBLA continues to offer three farmers 
payment for buffer strips that fall out-
side of the definition of a creek or river.   

Governor proposes 50 percent cut in budget to fight invasive species 

Do’s and Don’ts of Managing Aquatic Plants on Your Property 
 
All aquatic plants growing in public waters are the property of the state. Because 
of their value to the lakes ecosystem, they may not be destroyed without authoriza-
tion from the Department of Natural Resources DNR). 
Activities not allowed: 

Altering the lake bottom to control aquatic plants 
Use of hydraulic jets 
The use of lake bottom barriers 
Removing aquatic plants from undeveloped shoreline or where they do not 

interfere with boating or swimming 
Control methods requiring a permit: 

Destruction of emergent vegetation (cattails, bulrushes ) 
Cutting by hand submerged vegetation larger than 2,500 square feet 
Applying herbicides, algaecides 
Moving or removing a bog of any size that is free floating or lodged away 

from its original area  
Use of automatic plant control devices 
Removing vegetation wider than a 15 foot channel 

When is a permit not needed? 
  The area to be cleared is to not exceed 2,500 square feet 
  The cleared area is not to exceed 50 feet along the shoreline or one-half the 

length of your shoreline  
   This work can only be completed by hand or hand powered equipment and 

all aquatic plants must be disposed of on shore 
Note: for all the do’s and don’ts, visit the DNR website on aquatic plant manage-
ment regulations (info.dnr@state.mn.us)  

Ice-out Record 
2024 March 16 
2023 April 30 
2022 April 24 
2021 April 1 
2020 April 12 
2019 April 20 
2018 May 5 
2017 March 31 
2016 March 27 
2015 April 10 
2014 April 27 
2013 May 11 
2012 March 20 
2011 April 21 
2010 April 2 
2009 April 20 
2008 April 30 
2007 April 16 
2006 April 10 
2005  April 9 
2004 April 7 
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Road Ditch Clean Up on Saturday, April 19th  
   A weather make up day will be on Saturday, April 26th (after board meeting).   Grant Niehaus has created a map with the various 
road ditches assigned to each director's area.  At least two directors are assigned per area, in the event that one is busy and can't 
make it.   Board members will work together to coordinate efforts as well as recruiting neighbors in the area to help with the clean-
up.   Each of the directors is responsible to supply the trash bags for their respective areas if someone requests them.  Once the bags 
are full, either dispose of them in your own trash receptacle or take them to Kevin Costello’s and put in his trailer.   
 
BBLA Directors Responsible for the Following Areas 
Red: Craig Tweedale, Jay Anderson 
Dark Blue: Jeanne Niehaus, Gary Rostien 
Green: Mark Erdmann, Matt Everding, Bill Lieder 
Yellow: Deb Johnson, Brandon Kelly, Blake Johnson 
Light Blue: Kevin Costello (Scott), Hans Mische 
Pink: Grant Niehaus, Steve Thelen, Mike Sadlowsky 
 

 

 
 
 

   By Robert Kutter  
 
   As of this writing, ice still 
covers much of Big Birch Lake.  
The shorelines are open, and 
Bob Kuehne reported seeing a 
loon on Hoffman Bay on April 
5.   
   State climatologist, Pete Bou-
lay says, ice-out occurs when a 
lake is roughly 90% ice-free, 
and when a boat may be suc-
cessfully launched. The state 
climatology office tracks ice out 
and maps where it has occurred 
each spring.   
   The ice-out data collected in 
this newsletter goes back to 
2004.  Chuck Schiemann told of 
his mother’s record that went 
back to the 1950s.   
   Lake Osakis has ice-out rec-
ords back to 1867.  Smaller 
lakes, such as Trace, adjacent to 
the west side of Grey Eagle are 
ice free.  Trace is relatively shal-
low.   
   Some folks like to place a 
friendly bet on when the ice 
goes out of BBL.  I recall a time 
in the 1950s when the Grey Ea-
gle Commercial Club would 
park a car on BBL and sell raffle 
tickets on which people guessed 
when the car would sink.  Yes, 
the cars were towed out of the 
lake.  The funds were used to 
make park improvements.   
   It takes about a month for ice 
to clear from Minnesota lakes 
south to north, and Big Birch is 
in the middle of that pack.   

Ice-out watch is 
 on for BBL 
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